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[Translation] 

Amber-specialised Master of Sciences 
 
The first in Europe college teaching artists – amber craftsmen starts soon in Gdansk 

 
Such a Japanese college exists in Kobe already several years. – However, Gdansk is the birthplace of the amber 
handicraft and here the future specialists in treatment of the “Baltic gold” should be taught – says Jozef Konarski 
(see photo), who heads the organisation of the college. 
 
The Baltic Amber Handicraft College should solve this problem. Its organization is a common effort of several 
main firms from Pomerania. The teaching will start in October this year. The people already working in the amber 
branch would be the first students; they could improve their qualifications in the weekend courses. Next year the 
regular full-time studies should start, and the college would have 150 such students. Initially, the studies will 
finish with licentiate, but later they will extend to the M. Sc. degree programme and post-graduate courses. The 
fee per year would be slightly higher than 5,000 zlotys (ca. 1,200 €). 
 
The programme of the studies is elaborated by specialists from the whole country, who will teach in the college as 
well. The natural sciences will be taught by specialists from the Earth Museum in Warsaw and Palaeontological 
Museum in Cracow. The amber objects conservation methods will be led by scientists from the Nicolaus 
Copernicus University of Torun. The jewelry workshop will be headed by Dr. Slawomir Fijalkowski, a tutor in the 
Academy of Arts in Lodz.  
Written by Bozena Aksamit 
 
[Under the photo] The fame of the Baltic gold 
Amber already was a favourable gemstone in ancient times. The largest gem in the crown of Tutankhamon, the 
pharaoh reigning 3,300  years ago, was just the Baltic amber. The Roman naturalist Plinius wrote that a small 
amber figure has the value of a slave. Amber is currently excavated in Russia and Ukraine. In Poland any legal 
exploitation of amber does not exist due to lack of the appropriate law regulations. 

[English translation below] 
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